
U.S. Government Principles for the Utilization and 
Care  

of Vertebrate Animals Used in Testing, Research, and 
Training  

The development of knowledge necessary for the improvement of the health 
and well -being of humans as well as other animals requires in vivo 
experimentation with a wide variety of animal species. Whenever U.S. 
Government agencies develop requirements for testing, research, or 
training procedures involving the use of vertebrate animals, the following 
principles shall be considered; and whenever these agencies actually 
perform or sponsor such procedures, the responsible Institutional Official 
shall ensure that these principles are adhered to:  

I. The transportation, care, and use of animals should be in accordance with 
the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2131 et. seq.) and other applicable Federal 
laws, guidelines, and policies.*  

II. Procedures involving animals should be designed and performed with 
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